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Welcome to this 9th edition of our Thornage Parish Council newsletter. Thank you to those who 
responded to the recent Consultation on the Common – with the elections taking place in May, 
we will not be progressing any ideas until the new Parish Council is in place, but we are 
pleased to note that Lord Hastings, Landowner to the Common, is supportive of actions being 
considered. 
 

Council Tax News 
You will note in the minutes to the December Parish Council meeting that there will be a rise in 
real terms to the Parish precept. The rise amounts to an additional £1.30 per month for a Band 
D property, less for lower Council Tax bands, for our Annual Precept has been settled at a 
very low figure for some years. Comparison with similar local parishes precept amounts show 
that Thornage remains below average even after this rise. 
 

The last two precept rises have not been enough to put the Parish Council’s finances into a 
more stable position. The Parish Council hope that this rise will be sufficient to avoid further 
large rises.  
 

Three matters have made this increase necessary. 
1 An unexpected bill for the restoration of the village sign of £550. 
2 The risk of a contested election in May 2023 which could cost the Parish in the region of 
£400.  
3 The need to ensure that the Parish has a small reserve of funds in case of another 
unexpected bill in the future. 
  

Can we also reassure you that at our December meeting (when the annual budget for 2023/24 
as well as the precept had to be set) your Parish Councillors considered the issues at length 
and in depth, with information provided by the Responsible Finance Officer, our Clerk, so we 
could see the effect of different budgets and precept levels on the forecast. The precept rise 
was again a compromise, keeping the increase as low as we thought financially sound. 
Fundraising and our magnificent volunteers have again helped us to keep our costs down, but 
we cannot yet guarantee that we are in a position to avoid future rises. Details are on the 
Parish Council website 
 

What does the Parish Council do?  
It normally meets 5 times a year. In May we will have the Annual Parish Meeting – the 
annual opportunity for all Electors to contribute to the Agenda and to air their views at the 
Meeting, about anything of importance concerning the Village. This will be followed by the 
Annual Parish Council Meeting, when the newly elected Councillors will take up their role. 
Everyone is welcome to both meetings and it would be lovely to see you there. The other 
regular meetings will continue to discuss village issues such as Planning, Highways and local 
events and maintenance. EVERYONE is welcome to attend ALL Parish Council meetings. 
 

Recent Parish Council achievements include the flashing SAM2 speed sign, the new Notice 
Board and organisation of the successful Jubilee celebrations. Parish Council funds were 
supplemented with successful Grant Applications and by donations from FROTH and local 
Parishioners. We also now have the group of local volunteers who are sprucing up the village. 
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If you have any suggestions for other activities, or you would like to go on an email circulation 
list to be informed about Parish Council meetings, the Volunteer Group and other events the 
Clerk maintains a list of interested residents – see her details below. 
 
The Elections in May 
As with all tiers of Government, the Parish Council has a fixed term of office and the current 
four-year cycle comes to an end this year, with elections in May. Parish Councillors are 
members of the local community and serve the village.  
 

In May 2023 all Parish Council posts are up for election: we have 7 positions available, and, if 
you meet the legal criteria for standing you could decide to become a Parish Councillor. If you 
are interested, speak to the Clerk about the formalities before the middle of March. To 
understand the role of the Councillor better, speak to any of the current Councillors or come 
along to a Parish Council meeting – the next meeting will take place on 24th January. 
 

Do consider standing for the Council. It exists to serve the village and to try to maintain and or 
improve aspects of the village for the benefit of the whole community. Even if you don’t want to 
be a Councillor, consider getting involved in some way, by supporting events, attending Parish 
Council meetings (there is always an opportunity to ask a question) or becoming a volunteer.  
 

Review of Polling Station 
North Norfolk District Council officers are considering moving the local Polling Station to 
Briningham Village Hall instead of All Saints Church. Let us have your views: the Parish 
Council have brought their next meeting forward to 24th January to meet the deadline for 
representation and comments to NNDC, which is January 31st. 
 

Church matters 
The next Communion Services are 15th January 9.30am, 29th January 10.30am (Benefice 
Service), 19th February and 19th March both at 9.30am. 
 

The Church is available for anyone to use and in Thornage we are now at risk of the Church 
being closed if it cannot pay its way. Last year’s Jubilee celebrations demonstrated the 
importance of the Village having some space where everyone could come together, 
particularly in unsettled weather!  This year, a series of events is being planned, including a 
potential Coronation Party, concerts, talks, and a pop-up bar.  
 

Please support the only community space we have. It is a ‘use it or lose it’ scenario.  
 

Friends of Thornage 
The major source of fund raising is the Village Lottery, which continued throughout the Covid 
lockdowns. There are some numbers available and the more members there are, the more 
support that can be given the community. The cost is £12 for a year’s subscription and 12 
chances to win. Or you can make a straight donation to FROTH.  
 

FROTH has contributed to many of the Parish Council’s recent activities, including the SAM2 
Speeding Sign and the Jubilee party last summer. 
 
Thornage Hall 
We are very grateful for the support that Thornage Hall gives us, by printing this newsletter – a 
cost the Parish Council would otherwise have to bear - and for taking part in village activities, 
including the last litter pick, smartening up the Village.  
 

They have just announced that they are planning regular coffee morning to which all are 
welcome, and where some of their produce will be available for purchase.  


